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| NTRODUCTORY BRI EFI NG ON NATI VE AMERI CAN GAM NG

| SSUES
CHAI RPERSON JAMES:
I'd like to introduce our distinguished
panel of experts now. And | understand that wth

travel schedules and other commtnents that we may have
to reorder how sonme of the panelists are representing.
| wll introduce the entire panel, and then we'll take
a look at who in fact is going to go first.

Edith Prague. Edith, thank you for being
here. She is a distinguished nenber of the Connecti cut
State Senate since 1995. Please cone on up and join us

at the table.
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Senator Prague chairs the Select Committee
on the Aging and the Labor and Public Enployees
Comm ttee. And from 1983 to 1990 she served in the
Connecticut GCeneral Assenbly as State Representative
fromthe Eighth D strict.

Dougl as W | ki ns. Is M. WIlkins in the
roonf M. WIkins is the First Assistant Attorney
CGeneral for the State of Massachusetts. He has handl ed

matters relating to tribal plans for ganbling in

Massachusetts. And has been involved in Native
American gaming matters in other jurisdictions,
including the federal litigation between the State of

Rhode Island and the Narragansett Tri be.

Joseph P. Kalt. Is he here? |Is the Ford
Foundati on Professor of International Political Econony
at the John F. Kennedy School of Governnent at Harvard
Uni versity. He's also the co-director of the Harvard
Project on American |ndian Econom c Devel opnent. And

co-author of Wat Can Tribes Do? Strategies and
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Institutions in American Indian Econom c Devel opnent.
Thank you for being here.

Tadd Johnson. Tadd is the Chairman of the
Nat i onal Indian Gam ng Conm ssion. Before his
appointnment in 1997, M. Johnson was an attorney in
private practice specializing in negotiating self-
governance agreenents for Indian tribes. M. Johnson
is a nenber of the M nnesota Chippewa Tri be.

Beverly Wight. 1s Beverly Wight here?

Beverly has served as chairperson of the
Wanpanoag Tribal Council for the last four years. And
served on the Council for 12 years before being el ected
chai r per son. She is the Vice President of the United
South and Eastern Tribes and a nmenber of the Nationa
Congress of Anerican |ndians. And | understand that
you have a flight to catch and need to be nobved up on
t he agenda?

M5. WRIGHT: | live on an island, so --.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Well, we certainly want

to accommodat e that.
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And we'll be joined later by Connecticut
Attorney General Richard Bl unenthal. And | wll ask
the staff to please escort himto the table upon his
arrival .

11 again nention that any of our
panelists, | would encourage you to sunmarize your
prepared testinony in order to allow for additional for
guestions and answers. And to assure you that your
full testimony will be entered into the record. And
I'd also take the opportunity to again inform each
panelist that wunder the Supplenental Rules of the
Comm ssion testinmony for the Commssion shall be
consi dered to be conducted under oath.

The Comm ssion nmay question wtnesses and
according to our Supplenental Rules if anyone is ever
interested in being represented by counsel, of course
t hey may be.

|"mgoing to start wth Senator Prague and

then, 1'Il go right down the |line after that. And
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1 again, welcone to each and every one of you and we | ook

2 forward to hearing from you.



